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stone, is found widely diffused everywhere near the coast, ex-
cept towards Cape Comorin, where it ceases altogether. It
lies at no great depth from the surface, ordinarily overlying
the granite rocks. There are many varieties of laterite, some
very compact and heavy, of a deep red colour, and containing
a proportion of iron; others deteriorating into soft white and
yellow ochrey earths. Often it has the appearance of nume-
rous rounded pebbles united together by a clayey cement.
Fossil shells have occasionally been found embedded in it.
This hard clay is dug out in large bricks from the localities
in which it occurs, and hardens still more after exposure to
the air. As a building material it is easily worked and
durable, and is usually stuccoed over with fine white lime,
made of calcined shells.

Iron ore is plentiful but little worked. Prom the sulphuret
of iron found at Varkkala large quantities of Prussian blue
might readily be manufactured. Plumbago, or black-lead, is
not uncommon, being found sometimes in lumps a few feet
below the surface, at other times running in veins through
the laterite. It seems, however, from the admixture of
foreign matter, to be deficient in purity. Several sulphuric
springs, with jets of gaseous air bubbling up through the
water, have been discovered within twenty miles of
Trevandrum.